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Table 3.3.1

2001 
Census

             % of 
  population

1996 
Census

Change 
1996-2001 % change

Population 55,790   100.0 50,713 5,077 10.0
Australian born 22,327   40.0 22,816 -489 -2.1
Overseas born 29,299   52.5 26,291 3,008 11.4
Birthplace not stated 4,164   7.5 1,601 2,563 160.1
Overseas born - English speaking countries 1,777   3.2 1,705 72 4.2
Overseas born - non-English speaking countries 27,522   49.3 24,586 2,936 11.9
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders 459   0.8 375 84 22.4
Language other than English spoken at home 36,567   65.5 32,321 4,246 13.1
Overseas born arrived since 1996 7,645   13.7
Overseas born arrived since 1996 from NESC 7,181   12.9

Table 3.3.2
Overseas Born: Birthplace by Gender, 2001 and 1996 Census

Birthplace Males Females Persons % of OSB  
1996 

Census
Change 

1996-2001 % change
China (excl. SARs and Taiwan) 2,253 2,279 4,532   15.5 3,663 869 23.7
Viet Nam 1,673 1,749 3,422   11.7 3,811 -389 -10.2
Turkey 1,277 1,228 2,505   8.5 2,386 119 5.0
Lebanon 1,298 1,135 2,433   8.3 2,595 -162 -6.2
Philippines 543 716 1,259   4.3 1,444 -185 -12.8
Sri Lanka 591 510 1,101   3.8 677 424 62.6
Korea, Republic of (South) 468 527 995   3.4 479 516 107.7
Iraq 574 353 927   3.2 454 473 104.2
New Zealand 476 424 900   3.1 635 265 41.7
India 504 327 831   2.8 746 85 11.4
Afghanistan 504 217 721   2.5 239 482 201.7
Hong Kong (SAR of China) 265 256 521   1.8 480 41 8.5
Croatia 272 230 502   1.7 540 -38 -7.0
Italy 264 220 484   1.7 532 -48 -9.0
England 264 207 471   1.6 628 -157 -25.0
Fiji 231 240 471   1.6 510 -39 -7.6
Burma (Myanmar) 252 193 445   1.5 256 189 73.8
Pakistan 246 192 438   1.5 257 181 70.4
Tonga 198 201 399   1.4 390 9 2.3
Malaysia 119 143 262   0.9 190 72 37.9
Greece 129 127 256   0.9 341 -85 -24.9
Bosnia and Herzegovina 109 122 231   0.8 273 -42 -15.4
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of 107 91 198   0.7 n.c. n.c. n.c.
Indonesia 96 96 192   0.7 102 90 88.2
Ukraine 88 101 189   0.6 186 3 1.6
Iran 104 65 169   0.6 108 61 56.5
Cambodia 75 87 162   0.6 165 -3 -1.8
Samoa 75 84 159   0.5 155 4 2.6
Egypt 81 76 157   0.5 158 -1 -0.6
Poland 70 87 157   0.5 215 -58 -27.0
Other birthplaces 2,001 1,809 3,810   13.0 n.c. n.c. n.c.

Total overseas born 15,207 14,092 29,299   100.0 26,291 3,008 11.4
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Table 3.3.3
Birthplace by Age: Selected Birthplace Groups, 2001 Census
Percentage in age group of each birthplace - total expressed as a number
Birthplace Age 0-12 Age 13-24 Age 25-54 Age 55-64 Age 65+ Total
China (excl. SARs and Taiwan) 3.8 14.8 61.2 7.9 12.4 4,532
Viet Nam 0.7 10.0 75.8 6.8 6.7 3,422
Turkey 3.9 9.3 69.9 12.1 4.8 2,505
Lebanon 2.5 9.4 69.7 11.4 7.0 2,433
Philippines 7.1 20.2 61.9 6.4 4.4 1,259
Sri Lanka 4.5 18.3 62.9 6.4 8.0 1,101
Korea, Republic of (South) 7.8 18.6 59.5 8.6 5.4 995
Iraq 12.1 21.9 60.4 3.7 1.9 927
New Zealand 22.2 25.2 46.3 3.8 2.4 900
India 7.6 20.7 56.0 8.7 7.1 831

Table 3.3.4
Languages other than English Spoken at Home by Gender, 2001 and 1996 Census

Language Males Females Persons
 % of LOTE 
   speakers  

1996 
Census

Change 
1996-2001 % change

Arabic 4,044 3,584 7,628   20.9 6,643 985 14.8
Cantonese 3,087 3,230 6,317   17.3 5,341 976 18.3
Turkish 2,127 2,095 4,222   11.5 3,740 482 12.9
Mandarin 1,369 1,314 2,683   7.3 1,604 1,079 67.3
Vietnamese 836 860 1,696   4.6 1,753 -57 -3.3
Tamil 647 566 1,213   3.3 719 494 68.7
Tagalog (Filipino) 523 664 1,187   3.2 1,331 -144 -10.8
Korean 517 576 1,093   3.0 514 579 112.6
Persian 554 287 841   2.3 325 516 158.8
Croatian 419 382 801   2.2 943 -142 -15.1
Italian 379 348 727   2.0 812 -85 -10.5
Greek 301 309 610   1.7 743 -133 -17.9
Tongan 272 298 570   1.6 552 18 3.3
Spanish 264 299 563   1.5 584 -21 -3.6
Urdu 250 235 485   1.3 274 211 77.0
Russian 220 259 479   1.3 499 -20 -4.0
Hindi 247 222 469   1.3 587 -118 -20.1
Burmese 215 187 402   1.1 216 186 86.1
Chinese, nfd 167 151 318   0.9 747 -429 -57.4
Samoan 103 141 244   0.7 248 -4 -1.6
Ukrainian 106 119 225   0.6 244 -19 -7.8
Bosnian 110 113 223   0.6 231 -8 -3.5
Punjabi 133 80 213   0.6 211 2 0.9
Serbian 92 96 188   0.5 208 -20 -9.6
Polish 84 99 183   0.5 219 -36 -16.4
Somali 91 79 170   0.5 117 53 45.3
African Languages (excl. No 73 83 156   0.4 29 127 437.9
Indonesian 65 76 141   0.4 71 70 98.6
Teochew 67 72 139   0.4 218 -79 -36.2
Fijian 67 67 134   0.4 95 39 41.1
Other languages 1,237 1,010 2,247   6.1 2,503 -256 -10.2

Total LOTE speakers 18,666 17,901 36,567   100.0 32,321 4,246 13.1
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Table 3.3.5
English Language Competency by Age: Selected Language Groups, 2001 Census
Language Age 0-12 Age 13-24 Age 25-54 Age 55-64 Age 65+ Total
Arabic

Speak English well/very well 1,388 2,002 2,028 208 89 5,715
Speak English not well/not at all 455 153 866 176 153 1,803
Total including not stated 1,904 2,170 2,922 384 246 7,626
Percent not well/not at all   23.9   7.1   29.6   45.8   62.2   23.6

Cantonese
Speak English well/very well 771 907 1,723 54 47 3,502
Speak English not well/not at all 394 69 1,476 300 476 2,715
Total including not stated 1,208 981 3,241 360 527 6,317
Percent not well/not at all   32.6   7.0   45.5   83.3   90.3   43.0

Turkish
Speak English well/very well 669 812 1,290 106 25 2,902
Speak English not well/not at all 226 74 610 219 108 1,237
Total including not stated 923 905 1,929 331 133 4,221
Percent not well/not at all   24.5   8.2   31.6   66.2   81.2   29.3

Mandarin
Speak English well/very well 245 392 909 36 21 1,603
Speak English not well/not at all 169 50 633 61 112 1,025
Total including not stated 431 458 1,557 101 136 2,683
Percent not well/not at all   39.2   10.9   40.7   60.4   82.4   38.2

Vietnamese
Speak English well/very well 188 283 605 34 17 1,127
Speak English not well/not at all 93 15 305 62 77 552
Total including not stated 289 301 917 96 94 1,697
Percent not well/not at all   32.2   5.0   33.3   64.6   81.9   32.5

Tamil
Speak English well/very well 136 206 617 64 58 1,081
Speak English not well/not at all 20 10 48 .. 22 108
Total including not stated 170 216 673 75 80 1,214
Percent not well/not at all   11.8   4.6   7.1   27.5   8.9

All speakers of languages other than English
Speak English well/very well 4,776 6,652 12,052 1,253 993 25,726
Speak English not well/not at all 1,841 531 5,035 1,193 1,545 10,145
Total including not stated 6,934 7,291 17,325 2,486 2,563 36,599
Percent not well/not at all   26.6   7.3   29.1   48.0   60.3   27.7

Table 3.3.6
Ancestry by Birthplace of Parents: Selected Ancestry Groups, 2001 Census

Total  

Ancestry

Both 
parents 
born in 

Australia

Mother Aust
born/Father 

OSB

Father Aust
born/Mother 

OSB

Both 
parents 

born 
overseas

Parent(s) 
birthplace 
not stated 

responses

Chinese 32 20 50 1,949 98 7,994 308 10,451
Australian 3,810 525 316 532 230 207 249 5,869
Lebanese 130 336 72 2,391 123 2,217 194 5,463
English 2,732 408 237 417 135 826 155 4,910
Turkish 19 78 56 1,394 111 2,405 208 4,271
Irish 1,179 140 51 86 27 207 43 1,733
Filipino .. .. 21 216 23 1,200 65 1,534
Vietnamese .. .. .. 321 22 1,041 72 1,471
Indian .. .. .. 164 15 1,077 13 1,286
Italian 124 96 33 312 19 521 28 1,133

Australian Born Overseas 
born 

Not stated 
birthplace 
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Table 3.3.7
Religious Affiliation by Gender, 2001 and 1996 Census

Religion Males Females Persons
             % of 
  population

1996 
Census

Change 
1996-2001 % change

Islam 6,998 6,121 13,119   23.5 9,741 3,378 34.7
Catholic 6,121 6,562 12,683   22.7 14,138 -1,455 -10.3
Buddhism 2,717 2,817 5,534   9.9 2,901 2,633 90.8
No Religion 2,904 2,489 5,393   9.7 7,036 -1,643 -23.4
Anglican 1,796 1,878 3,674   6.6 4,805 -1,131 -23.5
Orthodox 937 932 1,869   3.4 2,162 -293 -13.6
Hinduism 932 749 1,681   3.0 1,152 529 45.9
Uniting Church 577 645 1,222   2.2 1,252 -30 -2.4
Presbyterian & Reformed 475 508 983   1.8 1,028 -45 -4.4
Baptist 354 382 736   1.3 927 -191 -20.6
Religious belief, nfd 292 265 557   1.0 92 465 505.4
Pentecostal 213 203 416   0.7 299 117 39.1
Christian, nfd 194 215 409   0.7 347 62 17.9
Sikhism 119 71 190   0.3 177 13 7.3
Seventh-day Adventist 79 85 164   0.3 150 14 9.3
Oriental Christian 81 76 157   0.3 155 2 1.3
Other Protestant 72 84 156   0.3 217 -61 -28.1
Latter Day Saints 67 86 153   0.3 100 53 53.0
Jehovah's Witnesses 57 77 134   0.2 125 9 7.2
Lutheran 44 61 105   0.2 146 -41 -28.1
Salvation Army 26 45 71   0.1 115 -44 -38.3
Other Christian 31 31 62   0.1 66 -4 -6.1
Baha'i 21 18 39   0.1 27 12 44.4
Churches of Christ 14 22 36   0.1 53 -17 -32.1
Chinese Religions 12 16 28   0.1 26 2 7.7
Judaism 12 14 26   0.0 15 11 73.3
Nature Religions 10 16 26   0.0    .. 
Druse 13 10 23   0.0 12 11 91.7
Brethren 10 6 16   0.0 16 0 0.0

Other religions 14 7 21   0.0 62 -41 -66.1
Inadequately described 118 83 201   0.4 63 138 219.0
Not stated 3,723 2,183 5,906   10.6 3,308 2,598 78.5

Total persons 29,033 26,757 55,790   100.0 50,713 5,077 10.0


