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Table 3.25.1

2001 
Census

             % of 
  population

1996 
Census

Change 
1996-2001 % change

Population 153,900   100.0 120,484 33,416 27.7
Australian born 85,873   55.8 74,267 11,606 15.6
Overseas born 58,432   38.0 42,264 16,168 38.3
Birthplace not stated 9,595   6.2 3,950 5,645 142.9
Overseas born - English speaking countries 7,289   4.7 6,594 695 10.5
Overseas born - non-English speaking countries 51,143   33.2 35,670 15,473 43.4
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islanders 2,040   1.3 1,896 144 7.6
Language other than English spoken at home 67,073   43.6 45,296 21,777 48.1
Overseas born arrived since 1996 10,541   6.8
Overseas born arrived since 1996 from NESC 9,289   6.0

Table 3.25.2
Overseas Born: Birthplace by Gender, 2001 and 1996 Census

Birthplace Males Females Persons % of OSB  
1996 

Census
Change 

1996-2001 % change
Fiji 2,190 2,308 4,498   7.7 2,300 2,198 95.6
Viet Nam 2,060 2,111 4,171   7.1 2,838 1,333 47.0
Italy 1,687 1,602 3,289   5.6 3,356 -67 -2.0
Lebanon 1,588 1,435 3,023   5.2 2,103 920 43.7
England 1,530 1,437 2,967   5.1 3,351 -384 -11.5
Philippines 1,264 1,626 2,890   4.9 1,817 1,073 59.1
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of 1,232 1,201 2,433   4.2 n.c. n.c. n.c.
New Zealand 1,192 1,204 2,396   4.1 1,430 966 67.6
Iraq 1,203 992 2,195   3.8 729 1,466 201.1
India 1,079 964 2,043   3.5 1,368 675 49.3
China (excl. SARs and Taiwan) 731 815 1,546   2.6 1,291 255 19.8
Croatia 755 709 1,464   2.5 894 570 63.8
Chile 649 687 1,336   2.3 1,152 184 16.0
Bosnia and Herzegovina 635 583 1,218   2.1 639 579 90.6
Laos 562 569 1,131   1.9 685 446 65.1
Poland 494 539 1,033   1.8 1,111 -78 -7.0
Macedonia, FYR of 509 505 1,014   1.7 579 435 75.1
Greece 492 431 923   1.6 849 74 8.7
Malta 450 426 876   1.5 850 26 3.1
Cambodia 400 426 826   1.4 489 337 68.9
Uruguay 408 414 822   1.4 706 116 16.4
Egypt 383 412 795   1.4 476 319 67.0
South Eastern Europe, nfd 394 383 777   1.3 n.c. n.c. n.c.
Germany 326 382 708   1.2 744 -36 -4.8
Scotland 352 326 678   1.2 752 -74 -9.8
Samoa 293 321 614   1.1 427 187 43.8
East Timor 304 280 584   1.0 n.c. n.c. n.c.
Argentina 254 267 521   0.9 403 118 29.3
Iran 258 252 510   0.9 301 209 69.4
Mauritius 233 246 479   0.8 383 96 25.1
Other birthplaces 5,308 5,364 10,672   18.3 n.c. n.c. n.c.

Total overseas born 29,215 29,217 58,432   100.0 42,264 16,168 38.3
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Table 3.25.3
Birthplace by Age: Selected Birthplace Groups, 2001 Census
Percentage in age group of each birthplace - total expressed as a number
Birthplace Age 0-12 Age 13-24 Age 25-54 Age 55-64 Age 65+ Total
Fiji 6.4 22.6 62.4 4.9 3.7 4,498
Viet Nam 1.8 15.5 72.5 5.3 4.8 4,171
Italy 0.5 0.9 40.4 22.3 35.9 3,289
Lebanon 2.8 13.6 70.0 8.7 4.9 3,023
England 1.6 4.4 57.2 16.8 20.0 2,967
Philippines 5.6 22.4 63.3 4.2 4.5 2,890
Yugoslavia, Federal Republic of 8.1 13.3 55.9 12.2 10.4 2,433
New Zealand 23.5 20.7 50.1 3.8 1.9 2,396
Iraq 11.1 20.3 59.0 4.9 4.6 2,195
India 10.6 11.5 68.7 4.6 4.7 2,043

Table 3.25.4
Languages other than English Spoken at Home by Gender, 2001 and 1996 Census

Language Males Females Persons
 % of LOTE 
   speakers  

1996 
Census

Change 
1996-2001 % change

Arabic 5,068 4,716 9,784   14.6 5,462 4,322 79.1
Italian 2,840 2,987 5,827   8.7 5,633 194 3.4
Vietnamese 2,817 2,737 5,554   8.3 3,267 2,287 70.0
Spanish 2,374 2,578 4,952   7.4 3,876 1,076 27.8
Hindi 2,427 2,497 4,924   7.3 2,319 2,605 112.3
Serbian 1,983 1,977 3,960   5.9 1,682 2,278 135.4
Greek 1,361 1,385 2,746   4.1 2,201 545 24.8
Tagalog (Filipino) 1,192 1,490 2,682   4.0 1,662 1,020 61.4
Cantonese 1,189 1,240 2,429   3.6 1,773 656 37.0
Croatian 833 826 1,659   2.5 1,469 190 12.9
Macedonian 827 819 1,646   2.5 982 664 67.6
Assyrian 759 744 1,503   2.2 547 956 174.8
Lao 668 651 1,319   2.0 817 502 61.4
Polish 623 666 1,289   1.9 1,295 -6 -0.5
Mandarin 584 649 1,233   1.8 738 495 67.1
Samoan 509 562 1,071   1.6 743 328 44.1
Turkish 547 504 1,051   1.6 665 386 58.0
Bosnian 504 468 972   1.4 493 479 97.2
Khmer 429 454 883   1.3 514 369 71.8
Maltese 434 440 874   1.3 851 23 2.7
Urdu 331 313 644   1.0 302 342 113.2
French 262 299 561   0.8 518 43 8.3
Portuguese 275 280 555   0.8 366 189 51.6
South Slavic, nfd 259 282 541   0.8 474 67 14.1
Southern Asian, nfd 237 235 472   0.7 351 121 34.5
German 193 242 435   0.6 690 -255 -37.0
Tamil 216 210 426   0.6 247 179 72.5
Indonesian 192 189 381   0.6 171 210 122.8
Kurdish 192 176 368   0.5 259 109 42.1
Kannada 153 143 296   0.4 202 94 46.5
Other languages 3,003 3,033 6,036   9.0 4,727 1,309 27.7

Total LOTE speakers 33,281 33,792 67,073   100.0 45,296 21,777 48.1
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Table 3.25.5
English Language Competency by Age: Selected Language Groups, 2001 Census
Language Age 0-12 Age 13-24 Age 25-54 Age 55-64 Age 65+ Total
Arabic

Speak English well/very well 2,080 2,082 3,224 284 125 7,795
Speak English not well/not at all 490 129 850 170 192 1,831
Total including not stated 2,652 2,233 4,124 457 317 9,783
Percent not well/not at all   18.5   5.8   20.6   37.2   60.6   18.7

Italian
Speak English well/very well 395 619 2,595 582 598 4,789
Speak English not well/not at all 29 18 110 154 612 923
Total including not stated 435 651 2,759 753 1,229 5,827
Percent not well/not at all   6.7   2.8   4.0   20.5   49.8   15.8

Vietnamese
Speak English well/very well 822 995 1,477 46 34 3,374
Speak English not well/not at all 403 60 1,314 161 163 2,101
Total including not stated 1,280 1,061 2,807 207 200 5,555
Percent not well/not at all   31.5   5.7   46.8   77.8   81.5   37.8

Spanish
Speak English well/very well 604 956 2,044 312 85 4,001
Speak English not well/not at all 89 13 363 202 208 875
Total including not stated 721 983 2,430 522 296 4,952
Percent not well/not at all   12.3   1.3   14.9   38.7   70.3   17.7

Hindi
Speak English well/very well 841 966 2,508 142 72 4,529
Speak English not well/not at all 167 .. 35 54 74 337
Total including not stated 1,023 988 2,569 199 146 4,925
Percent not well/not at all   16.3   1.4   27.1   50.7   6.8

Serbian
Speak English well/very well 501 691 1,223 116 57 2,588
Speak English not well/not at all 191 56 773 171 117 1,308
Total including not stated 720 752 2,018 293 177 3,960
Percent not well/not at all   26.5   7.4   38.3   58.4   66.1   33.0

All speakers of languages other than English
Speak English well/very well 9,580 11,336 26,669 3,026 2,182 52,793
Speak English not well/not at all 2,475 455 6,023 1,691 2,328 12,972
Total including not stated 12,663 11,941 33,086 4,790 4,573 67,053
Percent not well/not at all   19.5   3.8   18.2   35.3   50.9   19.3

Table 3.25.6
Ancestry by Birthplace of Parents: Selected Ancestry Groups, 2001 Census

Total  

Ancestry

Both 
parents 
born in 

Australia

Mother Aust
born/Father 

OSB

Father Aust
born/Mother 

OSB

Both 
parents 

born 
overseas

Parent(s) 
birthplace 
not stated 

responses

Australian 25,678 3,207 1,978 1,475 1,016 544 1,060 34,958
English 15,797 2,506 1,671 1,888 667 4,221 842 27,592
Italian 2,019 1,288 514 3,575 203 3,661 364 11,624
Irish 5,115 655 425 379 132 879 174 7,759
Indian 18 31 51 1,190 64 5,806 193 7,353
Lebanese 181 427 124 2,513 192 2,884 245 6,566
Chinese 140 64 85 1,328 66 4,109 172 5,964
Vietnamese 14 21 28 1,234 80 3,537 158 5,072
Serbian 62 166 46 902 21 3,578 93 4,868
Greek 522 402 138 1,275 83 1,177 117 3,714

Australian Born Overseas 
born 

Not stated 
birthplace 
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Table 3.25.7
Religious Affiliation by Gender, 2001 and 1996 Census

Religion Males Females Persons
             % of 
  population

1996 
Census

Change 
1996-2001 % change

Catholic 27,329 28,027 55,356   36.0 45,655 9,701 21.2
Anglican 11,481 11,993 23,474   15.3 23,306 168 0.7
Islam 5,987 5,539 11,526   7.5 6,204 5,322 85.8
Orthodox 5,579 5,510 11,089   7.2 6,501 4,588 70.6
No Religion 5,503 4,269 9,772   6.3 11,026 -1,254 -11.4
Buddhism 3,851 4,003 7,854   5.1 3,380 4,474 132.4
Hinduism 2,639 2,625 5,264   3.4 2,461 2,803 113.9
Uniting Church 1,342 1,436 2,778   1.8 2,875 -97 -3.4
Presbyterian & Reformed 1,362 1,355 2,717   1.8 2,641 76 2.9
Baptist 967 986 1,953   1.3 1,591 362 22.8
Pentecostal 867 966 1,833   1.2 1,229 604 49.1
Oriental Christian 846 872 1,718   1.1 685 1,033 150.8
Christian, nfd 702 754 1,456   0.9 708 748 105.6
Religious belief, nfd 496 448 944   0.6 181 763 421.5
Jehovah's Witnesses 426 448 874   0.6 846 28 3.3
Latter Day Saints 349 396 745   0.5 485 260 53.6
Lutheran 257 290 547   0.4 628 -81 -12.9
Other Protestant 205 232 437   0.3 411 26 6.3
Seventh-day Adventist 187 220 407   0.3 274 133 48.5
Salvation Army 159 162 321   0.2 336 -15 -4.5
Other Christian 145 157 302   0.2 228 74 32.5
Sikhism 154 138 292   0.2 223 69 30.9
Churches of Christ 108 107 215   0.1 253 -38 -15.0
Baha'i 85 86 171   0.1 60 111 185.0
Nature Religions 37 59 96   0.1 16 80 500.0
Brethren 21 27 48   0.0 63 -15 -23.8
Judaism 19 23 42   0.0 47 -5 -10.6
Chinese Religions 18 13 31   0.0 18 13 72.2
Spiritualism 8 11 19   0.0 17 2 11.8
Druse 9 8 17   0.0 29 -12 -41.4
Other religions 158 122 280   0.2 120 160 133.3
Inadequately described 434 361 795   0.5 93 702 754.8
Not stated 5,429 5,098 10,527   6.8 7,894 2,633 33.4

Total persons 77,159 76,741 153,900   100.0 120,484 33,416 27.7


